Introduction: A number of studies have been undertaken to evaluate the friction characteristics of self-ligating brackets, however there have been only few studies which have actually evaluated the clinical efficiency of these self-ligating brackets.
INTRODUCTION
There have been many innovations and advancements in the field of orthodontics in the last three decades. All these advancements were made either to increase the treatment efficiency or to increase patient comfort.
A revolutionary change in the history of bracket system was the introduction of self-ligating brackets.
1,2,3 Though a number of studies 2. To evaluate the quality of treatment outcome by measuring post-treatment study models and radiographs using the grading criteria for certification as set by the American Board of Orthodontics.
3. To survey the sample using questionnaire about their perceptions of orthodontic treatment ranging from oral hygiene, discomfort and satisfaction of treatment.
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MATERIALS AND METHOD
This was a prospective in vivo study conducted at the Department of Orthodontics, College of Dental Sciences, Davangere, India.
The patients included in the study were selected randomly from the OPD. Patients undergoing first premolar extractions were allotted randomly to both groups. Materials used for the study were treatment records of all 24 patients, post-treatment study models and OPG, ABO scale, viewer box. All 24 patients
were bonded in the duration of four months. The records of number of visits were maintained on each visit of the patient.
At the end of treatment all the 24 patients were asked to fill a questionnaire. Post-treatment OPG and study models of all cases were evaluated for ABO score. After the completion of the treatment, patients were given oral instructions together 
RESULT
Average treatment time to complete treatment with Smart
Clip self-ligating brackets was 14 months whereas that with MBT appliance system was 18.5 months (Table I , Graph 1.
The mean number of appointments required to complete 
OJN
treatment with Smart Clip self-ligating brackets was 14.7, whereas that with MBT appliance system was 21.2 (Table I, Graph 2). The mean ABO score for Smart Clip self-ligating brackets was 17.2 whereas that of MBT appliance system was 19.5 (Table I ). Furthermore analysis of questionnaire revealed that both the groups were satisfied with the outcome of treatment, however Smart Clip group patient experienced greater pain during archwire insertion and removal (Table 2, 3).
DISCUSSION
Average treatment time with Smart Clip self-ligating brackets was 14 months whereas that with MBT appliance system was 18.5 months. The mean difference in treatment time between the two groups was 4.5 months, which showed that The mean number of appointments required to complete the treatment with Smart Clip self-ligating brackets in this study was 14.7, whereas that with MBT appliance system was 21.2. This showed that patients in Smart Clip appliance group required statistically less appointments to get their treatment completed (p=0.001). Similar study 27 was done to compare number of appointments required to complete treatment with Damon self-ligating bracket and conventional pre-adjusted edgewise bracket. They reported that Damon brackets required an average of 6.81 less appointments to complete treatment as compared to conventional pre-adjusted edgewise brackets. In another study 24 Damon self-ligating brackets required on an average 4.6 fewer appointments than the conventional edgewise brackets.
In this study, the mean ABO score deduction for Smart
Clip self-ligating brackets was 17.2, whereas that of MBT appliance was 19.5. The mean difference in ABO score of two groups was 2.3, which was not statistically significant (p=0.32). This means that finish in both the groups was similar.
In another study 27 
CONCLUSION
It can be concluded that though Smart Clip bracket system are efficient in reducing the treatment time. The quality of orthodontic treatment is similar to conventional pre-adjusted edgewise system. Patient perceptions for both the brackets are similar.
